. 101 ERB/Rry
sue o 25 $EP 56

4
Eo :Dlwﬂ _loekz 25 SEP 56 W"ffm.
NOFORN CONTINUED CONTROL _. . ™" Sans X oo -

- RE DIR 29985 (out 82355) g;\’e"?”“

FUT-992. DIST: F G. INFO RECD SEPT FROM JAPANESE JOURNALIST (B); FROM
' ) (ﬂ, FROM JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY: 1w'ommrs i
OF 1WO: 19 SEPT 1956. '

CLOSE A Assocum:s OF SONODA SN
(FF=EVAL OF CONTENT: 3.
Y —

RE @ﬁ TTRTS. (S3y

MUCH SPECULATION WiTHIN JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY ON WHY.FOREIGN
* . MINISTER SHIGEMITSY MAMORU SUDDENLY GAVE IN TO SOVIET DEMANDS IN MOSCOW.

ONE WIDELY SUPPORTED THEORY FOLLOWS:
WHEN SHIGEMITSU LEFT FOR mscw, NEITHER HE NOR ANY OF JAPAN'S T’OP-LEVEL

Dlmﬁ KNEW THAT AGRICULTURE-FORESTRY MINISTER KONO {CHIRO HAD PREV!OUS.Y

ADMITTED TO SOVIET PREMIER BULGANIN THAT JAPAN WOULD BREAK DOWN [N FACE OF q
STRONG SOVIET STAND ON TERRITORIAL ISSUE. (SOURCE COMMENT. ACCORDING TO o
- ,_aosusaoczmsovsouoms&niof?r@o%ﬁmvmwmrxonomoe R
M suca AN ADMISSION 7O BULGANIN. KONO HAS BEEN FORCED TO TACITLY ADMIT THIS
N VIEW'OF REPORTS WHICH SHIGEMITSU SENT FROM MOSCOW, AND FROM WHAT SHIGEMITSY
AL _m.wo SINCE HE RETURNED.) smcsunsu LEARNED nus omcc v sovm‘{;d ‘em
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0 FEEL THAT CONTINUED RESISTANCE WAS HOPELESS. (SOURCE COMMENT.  ACCORDING
ro SONODA SUNAO, SHIGEMITSU WAS NOT suom ANY MILITARY DMONSTRATIONS WHICH

'raumsmncss B0TH C 1 AND £ CLOSE TO SONODA, ALTHOUGH SONODA NOT X
, SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED BY EITHER IN THISCASE MOST OF INFO CAME FRON C I
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UNDERCUT BY WHAT KONO HAD ALREADY SAID WAS ONE OF MAIN REASONS HE CAME

MIGHT HAVE INTIMIDATED HIM. HIS CHANGE OF HEART CAME FROM PSYCHOLOGICAL
PRESSURE, AID NOT FROM EVIDENCE OF MILITARY PO\ER ) »
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